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Meals

As with everything else, the meal arrangements are the discretion of the hosting state.  Most states try to provide food that is produced in the state.  Traditionally, there is a welcome reception on Sunday evening, a semi-formal dinner on Monday evening, and a barbeque following the agricultural tour on Tuesday evening.  Breaks with refreshments are generally offered throughout the day.  

The attendees like to have access to a bar for drinks during the evening meals, but overall they are not excessive drinkers, so it is not necessary to provide a large amount of alcohol.

A variety of heavy hors d’oeuvres are recommended for the Sunday reception as many people use the reception as their evening meal.  The participants at the 2002 Montana meeting liked having tables and chairs at the reception; many people stayed and talked longer.

When putting together the numbers for the meals, be sure to include the companions, any guests or speakers, and the staff.  The companions join the participants for most of the meals, although they are usually not around for the breaks.

Be sure to ask the registrants about any dietary restrictions and pass these on to the resort staff.  There are a couple of vegetarians in the group that need special meals.
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