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Agricultural Tour

The agricultural tour, usually scheduled for Tuesday afternoon, is the hosting state’s opportunity to show the local agricultural enterprises and talk about issues impacting agriculture in the state.  It is important to understand what is going to be presented at each stop and to make sure the host is comfortable talking to large groups.  A dry run of the tour is helpful in determining these factors.

Some issues to consider when planning the tour include the length of the drive, the comfort level of the buses, availability of bathrooms and beverages, portable sound systems for the tour hosts, time buffers, and contingency plans.  At the 2002 Montana meeting, the tour drive was fairly extensive, but the buses were very nice coaches with water and bathrooms on board.  The sound systems were essential to the Sitz Ranch stop.  No time buffers were in place, but since the participants did not know the exact tour agenda, only the planners were stressed about the time delays.  A contingency plan was in place for the dinner in case of rain.

The 2002 Montana meeting had an optional tour to Ted Turner’s Flying D Ranch on Wednesday afternoon.  This is not a standard option, but was offered to meet an expressed interest in the ranch.

Evaluations from the 2002 Montana meeting indicated an interest in an entertaining educational activity option for Sunday afternoon for those who have arrived early and have the time to join in an activity.  The option should be open to participants and companions.

Tour History

	Year
	State
	Tour

	2002
	Montana
	· Sitz Angus Ranch, Harrison

· Wheat Montana, Three Forks

· Headwaters State Park catered by Barry’s Montana Beef
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