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Consortium for Renewable Energy in the West (CREW) Update 

Western Joint Summer Meeting - Tucson, AZ 


July 15, 2010 


Presenters: Mike Kahn, CREW Chair, Lyla Houglum, Mike Harrington, Don Albrecht 

Activities and Progress to Date: 
• 	 The CREW Steering Committee had their first meeting in September 2009 in Portland, 

OR. Outcomes of the meeting included: 
o 	 Editing the CREW Charter including clarifying the goals, scope of activity, and 

governance structure-changes were subsequently approved by both WEDA and 
WAAESD. 

o 	 Outlined five major areas of focus for CREW including: biofuelslbioproducts; 
energy efficiency and conservation; wind energy; solar energy; and cross-cutting 
issues, and assigned a lead person(s) for each area. 

o 	 Elected officers: Mike Kahn (WA), Chair; Richard Beard (UT), Vice­
Chair/Chair-elect 

• 	 With Don Albrecht's leadership CREW wrote and was successful in being awarded a 
small grant from the Farm Foundation to support a meeting to continue to develop 
CREW and to make connections as appropriate with the Western Governors Association. 

• 	 Mike Kahn, Lyla Houglum, Mike Harrington and Don Albrecht developed plans and an 
agenda for the meeting, which was scheduled to be held just prior to the Western 
Governors Association summer meeting in June 2010 in Whitefish MT. A memo was 
sent to all AES and Extension Directors requesting the names of their energy "go to 
person(s)". After much planning, ultimately a decision was made to cancel the meeting as 
some key speakers were not available on the chosen date, however, the planning exercise 
was very useful in that it provided numerous contacts from the western states. 

• 	 We then decided to go back to the originally identified major issues, choose four areas in 
which to focus our work, and fooned small teams through which multistate efforts might 
be developed. These areas include: 

o 	 Wind Energy - Mike Harrington, Sarah Hamlin (MT), Milton Geiger (wy), 
Irene Shonle (CO) 

o 	 Solar Energy - Mike Kahn, and others 
o 	 Housing Energy Efficiency and On Farm Energy Efficiency - Lyla Houglum, 

Richard Beard (UT), Rich Seifert (AK), Mike Vogel (MT), Joe Junker (OR) 
o 	 Impacts of Energy Development on Rural Communities - Don Albrecht, and 

. others 
The Farm Foundation has approved the use of the grant funds to support an initial 
meeting of these groups. The groups are being asked to develop a short 2-3 page issues 
paper on their topic which is expected to lead to the foonation ofmulti state coordinating 
committees. 
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