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WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION DIRECTORS
Hyatt Regency Hotel, New Orleans, LA

Sunday, November 8, 1992
1:45 - 4:20 pm

MINUTES

ATTENDANCE:

ALASKA J. F. Drew
ARIZONA C. C. Kaltenbach
CALIFORNIA D. E. Schlegel

H. Vaux, Jr.
COLORADO C. W. Laughlin

H. F. McHugh
GUAM C. T. Lee
IDAHO G. A. Lee

G. Sasser
MONTANA B. Jacobsen
NEVADA R. S. Pardini
NEW MEXICO G. Cunningham

OREGON T. R. Dutson
S. Helmick

UTAH H. P. Rasmussen
WASHINGTON J. J. Zuiches
WYOMING A. F. Gale

R. D. Heil
AESOP T. Nipp
AGR. RES. SERVICE W. Tallent
CSRS C. Harris
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR L. L. Boyd
OFFICE-EXEC. DIRECTOR H. Sykes

1.0 Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chair, T. R. Dutson.

2.0 Introductions and Announcements

The reception location for L. L. Boyd was announced.  New attendees, H. Vaux and C. W.
Laughlin, were introduced.  R. D. Heil was welcomed as the Executive Director Designee.  

3.0 Adoption of Agenda

The motion was made, seconded and CARRIED to approve adoption of the agenda as distributed.
The agenda is attached as Appendix I, p. 8.

4.0 Approval of Minutes of 7/19-23/92 Meeting

The motion was made, seconded and CARRIED to approve the minutes of the 7/12-23/92
meeting.

5.0 Chair/Executive Committee Report

Many of the items which were discussed at the Executive Committee meeting were brought up as
regular agenda items, and were reported on at that time.  

As an interim action, D. E. Schlegel was named as the Western regional representative to the
ESCOP Pest Management Strategies Subcommittee.  

Expenditure was authorized for the reception for L. L. Boyd.  The contract for Boyd was extended
until accrued vacation is used.  

WRCC-90 “Water Conservation and Water Quality in Western Irrigated Agriculture” was
approved to replace W-178.  The following ad hoc WRCC’s were approved:  WRCC-
“Interactions Among Bark Beetles, Pathogens, and Conifers in North American Forests” to replace
W-110; WRCC- “Evaluation of Methods to Control Rodent Damage to Hay, Range, and Grain
Crops” to replace WRCC-42; and  WRCC- “Biological Control in Pest Management Systems
of Plants” to replace W-084.  WRCC-69 “Coordination of IPM Research Programs for the



2

Semiarid Regions of the Western United States” was extended for one year, to September 30,
1993 with a change of Administrative Advisor to B. Jacobsen (MT).

Suggestions for representatives to ESCOP subcommittees were requested.  It is important that the
West is represented whenever possible on the subcommittees.  Boyd reported that, under the
change of structure of ESCOP, the representatives to technical committees and ad hoc committees
will be appointed by the Chair of ESCOP.  

 
6.0 Treasurer's Report

Jacobsen distributed the Treasurer’s Report, included as Appendix II, pp. 9-10.  The motion was
made and seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  MOTION CARRIED. 

7.0 CSRS Report

Harris presented the CSRS report.

CSRS has advertised for a replacement for Bud Rumberg as Deputy Administrator for Natural
Resources, Food, and Social Sciences.  It was decided to delay the selection for several months.
In the meantime, Colien Hefferan will continue as the Acting Deputy Administrator.  The Director
of Communications selection is underway.  CSRS is endeavoring to assign a corporate level
position for the Assistant Administrator for Regional Research position to attract the sort of person
that is needed for that effort.  

Transition team information on selection of top level administrators for Science and Education is
not yet available.  

Documentation of the current level of program is not available from CRIS until several months after
it has been received.  ESCOP will be requested to discuss how to get better accuracy on reported
funding, perhaps through having each state provide CSRS with an estimate of funding.  The
classification system, as established, did not foresee some of the contemporary issues which have
surfaced, such as biotechnology, sustainable agriculture.  CSRS will be appointing a group to look
at the issue of classification to reflect contemporary issues.  

8.0 ARS Report

Tallent reported that the ARS budget shows no increases for FY1993.  There is no allowance for
the mandatory pay increase, so it amounts to a $17 million cut, which is three percent of the total
budget, but is about ten percent of the non-salary budget.  The ARS Post Doctoral Program will
be cut from 100 to 50 positions.  

ARS is realizing the importance of international research.  As part of the new emphasis on
international research, two laboratories have been consolidated, one in Rome and one in Paris, into
a large international agricultural research center in Montpelier, France.  Dick Soper, plant
pathologist, is the Assistant Administrator for International Research activities.  

The Luger initiative contends that there are too many offices and laboratories around the country.
As a result, ARS is faced with ranking and prioritizing all of its laboratories. 

ARS is concerned with the area of gene and plant patenting.  NIH filed a patent on human genes
which created a furor.  As a result, an interagency group was appointed to determine what the
government’s policy should be.  A compromise to patenting could be to obtain a research
exemption.  
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ARS has developed a human resource management plan.  There will be a human resource
management board appointed.  This is a first step toward total quality management.  

Tallent’s office title has been changed to ARS Office of Technology Transfer.

9.0 Reports by Representatives to:

9.1 ESCOP

The ESCOP Report was presented by Schlegel, and is included as Appendix III, p. 11.

9.2 ESCOP Research Planning Group/NARC/WRC

McHugh distributed information on research accomplishments, to be used by NARC and
the Joint Council, included as Appendix IV, pp. 12-13.  Thirteen accomplishments were
selected.

NARC, at the last meeting, prioritized 16 research initiatives.  “Compatibility of
Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment” was ranked first.  “Protecting and
Enhancing Water Resources” was ranked second.  

The Western Regional Council met in October, 1992.  The research initiatives were
discussed.  The WRC plans to select approximately six initiatives.  Two of the topics which
were selected for further discussion were “Public Policy” and “Water Quality.”  

9.3 ESCOP Leadership Development Subcommittee

Dutson indicated that Class II is functioning in Phase II.  Planning and arrangements for
Class III are underway.  

9.4 FY1994 ESCOP Budget Group

Kaltenbach distributed information on the ESCOP FY1994 Budget, included as Appendix
V, pp. 14-17.

9.5 FY1995 ESCOP Budget Group

Cunningham presented the FY1995 ESCOP Budget Group report, included as Appendix
VI, p. 18.

9.6 Committee of Nine

Zuiches reported that, due to lack of travel funds, the Committee of Nine will meet once
this fiscal year, in May.  Project reviews for the September and December cycle will be
done by mail.  Proposals to be reviewed in May must be submitted by April 15; to be
reviewed in September must be submitted by August 1; and to be reviewed in December
must be submitted by November 1.  A review process has been developed that will
involve two persons from outside the region and one from within the region to evaluate the
proposal.  

Proposed changes to take effect in either 1993 or 1994 are:  (1) regional research projects
need to have a link to faculty expenditure of money; not just SY reporting, but the dollar
allocation to each project.  The Committee of Nine has endorsed the concept of including
an estimated budget in new project outlines; (2) the review process is to be decentralized.
If the regions do a thorough job of reviewing the proposals, the Committee of Nine will
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review the procedures, make sure the process was followed, and move the proposal
ahead.  (3) In order to improve the quality of the proposal, a training session for new
administrative advisors will be developed.  The administrative advisors for the regional
projects are the first line of quality control.  If they do their job well, there should not be
a problem at the RIC or Committee of Nine levels.  In order for the administrative advisors
to do their job well, they need to know what is involved in reviewing the proposals.  (4)
CSRS will be asked to insure that the CSRS representative to the regional research
projects meet with the technical committee at critical times.  As long as the administrative
advisor is at the meeting, it is not necessary for the CSRS representative to attend every
meeting.  (5) The Committee of Nine supports the steps taken by CSRS to hire a
Communications Specialist to help communicate the stories of success in regional research
projects.  

Brian Chabot (NY-C) is the incoming chair of the Committee of Nine.  Zuiches and Volk
are the Western regional representatives to the Committee of Nine.  

The final draft of the CSRS Manual for Cooperative Regional Research has gone to the
printer.  A one page CSRS Form 89 to review regional research proposals has been
adopted by the Committee of Nine.  

10.0 Pest Management Activities

Schlegel presented the report of the Pest Management Strategies Subcommittee, included as
Appendix VII, pp. 19-20.

11.0 Sustainable Agriculture

The report of the Western Sustainable Agricultural Research and Education Program was
presented by Schlegel and is included as Appendix VIII, p. 21.

12.0 ESCOP/ECOP Supported Congressional Activities

Nipp presented the AESOP Enterprises Report, included as Appendix IX, pp. 22-23.

13.0 Executive Director Search Committee Final Report

Dutson reported that the Executive Director Search Committee had selected Robert D. Heil as the
new Executive Director, and that the necessary contract arrangements have been made.

14.0 Executive Director Report

Boyd distributed the Executive Director Report, included as Appendix X, pp. 24-25.

15.0 National Committee on International Science & Education (NCISE)

Rasmussen reported that NCISE, a committee of the Joint Council, had been working for several
years.  This year, they have put $300,000 into a National Committee for International Science and
Education Pilot Linkage Program for the International Agricultural Research Centers.  The
objectives are to promote long-term mutually beneficial linkages in international research, to further
long-term scientific collaboration by awarding research fellowships to US scientists, to encourage
innovative approaches, and to strengthen scientific capabilities in food and agricultural sciences.
In view of the long-term objectives, early to mid-career scientists are especially encouraged to
apply.  The amount of the awards are $25,000 on a twelve-month basis to cover travel and living
expenses, and can be awarded on a per diem basis with no overhead allowance.  This year the
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program is being handled through Ohio State University.  Next year it may be handled by the
USDA.  
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16.0 Future Meetings

16.1 1993 Spring WDA Meeting Plans

Pardini reported that information has been distributed regarding the 1993 Spring WDA
Meeting in Reno, NV.  RIC is scheduled to meet March 8 and the WDA will meet March
9-10.

16.2 1993 Summer Meeting Plans; Joint Meeting with Deans, Resident Instruction, Extension
& CARET

Gale distributed information on the schedule and activities planned for the 1993 Summer
Meeting at the Grand Teton National Park, WY, attached as Appendix XI, pp. 26-27.
The meeting will begin with a reception the evening of July 5 and end at noon on July 9.

17.0 Other Business

No additional business was introduced.

17.1 Regional Research Issues 

Regional research issues were discussed previously in the Committee of Nine Report.

18.0 Resolutions

The motion was made and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED to approve the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Dr. Landis L. Boyd served the State Agricultural Experiment Station System with
distinction and dedication throughout his professional career; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Boyd's contributions to agricultural research included service as Professor of
Agricultural Engineering, Cornell University; Head of the Agricultural Engineering Department and,
later, Assistant Director of the Agricultural Experiment Station, University of Minnesota; Director
of Research and Associate Dean, College of Agriculture and Home Economics, Washington State
University; and, Director-at-Large, Western Association of Agricultural Experiment Station
Directors; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Boyd's professional contributions in agricultural engineering have been
documented in his scientific publications and in his service in the American Society of Agricultural
Engineers: and

WHEREAS, Dr. Boyd's leadership as Director-at-Large, Western Association of Agricultural
Experiment Station Directors provided invaluable assistance to the Western Directors in analyzing
research information, interpreting national research programs, and in representing the Western
Directors in meetings with farm organizations, commodity groups, the Cooperative State Research
Service, USDA, and other Federal agencies and advisory boards; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Boyd will retire this year; therefore be it

RESOLVED  that The Western Association of Agricultural Experiment Station Directors
assembled during the meeting of the National Association of State Universities and Land Grant
College in New Orleans, Louisiana, November 9, 1992, recognize Dr, Landis L. Boyd for his
effective leadership and significant contributions to agricultural research, and extends its best wishes
to him,
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19.0 Changing of the Guard

The gavel was passed to Zuiches by Dutson.

20.0 Adjournment 

The motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.










































